
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome, Highlands Students! 
 
Another year of school has begun. I hope your first few days go well and you settle  
in ready to start the learning again.  We have a lot of new teachers and a new 
principal, Mr. Patton.  This year will be fun for all our Highlands students. Our  
superintendent, Mr. Riddick, asks each of us to be willing to TELL OUR STORY. 
In order to tell a story, you must pay attention so you can learn. Please have a  
great year and enjoy “telling your story”. Our DLE students will tell you their story each month. Enjoy! 
 

 

 
THE 
        HIGHLANDS  

GAZETTE 

By Highlands Elementary 3rd DLE Students September 20, 2016 

 
Tell My Story- Who am I?  

I am a woman of much faith, 
mother, grandmother, sister, 
friend, cousin, and teacher. I 
put faith first and I try hard to 
be directed by my beliefs. I put 
mother and grandmother 
second as my children are the 
most important people in my 
life, my sisters, Carlos, Lucca, 
my family and friends, and of 
course my students. I strongly 
believe in my own personal 
philosophy- “We come to 
school to learn and leave 
school to serve”. I enjoy 
teaching. I enjoy when my 
students learn the concept I 
share, and you see the “light 
bulb” go off. I have now taught 
25 years. Where did the time 
go?  How fast it passes. This is 
my story. Enjoy! 

Todo sobre mi 
por Morgan Lowery 
 
Soy porrista. Tengo un sobrino, 
Karlon. Tengo tres hermanas. 
Me gustan los Emojis.  Tengo 
once amigos.  
 

 

                          Todo sobre mi 
                 Por Jenni Velázquez 
 
 A mí, me gusta el color amarillo. A mí me gusta 
el color amarillo porque es mi favorito cantante. 
Sí, un color puede cantar.  El color amarillo es de 
la Power Ranger. Es un color muy brillante. 

Who am I?  
by Sharon Snowton -

CHISD 
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                                                  The First Days of School... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

My second day of school was 

fun. My teachers, Mrs. Head, 

Mrs. Snowton and Mrs. 

Gonzalez helped me. They 

helped me by telling me what 

I should do today. At recess 

me and my friends played.- 

Avery Forge  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Por Xitlaly Ramirez 

El día de hoy llegué a 

mi escuela muy 

temprano. Esperé a mis 

compañeros para iniciar 

la clase. Mi maestra, 

Mrs. Snowton, nos 

enseñó a realizar un 

borrador. 

 

 

My second day with 

Mrs. Snowton was hard 

working but fun!  We 

switched with Mrs. 

Gonzalez-Roland. We 

talked about class rules. 

We tried to know about 

each other. It was very 

hard. Then in Mrs. 

Head’s class we formed 

a circle to represent 

what we liked and 

names. –Antonio Garcia 
 

Hoy era el 

segundo día de 

escuela y aprendí 

de matemáticas. 

Hicimos un 

borrador. Fuimos 

a música y nos 

divertimos.  Yo 

tenía un día 

fantástico y era 

muy divertido. 

Jocelyne Ovalle 
 

 

En mi día yo use mi bicicleta y mi tío fue a mi casa para ir a mi rancho para meter los caballos. Yo 

saque un caballo. Saque un chiquito caballo y yo le ayude a mi papá echar comida a los caballos. 

Estaba chido. Fuimos a mi otro rancho porque trico. Los caballos puedan hacer tricos- un que trico 

todos los caballos y el otro rancho trico mis caballos la monte y la desde que bailara. Estaba chido. 

La bañe porque tenía mugre y hambre. Le di de comer. Ya los fuimos a mi casa. Mi mamá estaba 

cocinando de comer a nosotros y mire poco de tele.     

                                              Jonathan Alvarez 

 

 

 

 

At school we did even 

numbers to 100 in our 

Interactive Notebooks. 

We also drew our 

favorite subject. We 

picked out three 

stickers to puto n our 

paper. We also drew a 

picture of our self.  We 

drew a picture of 

something we loved. 

That was what I did 

today.  

 

Jazlene Malone.  
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I had asked my mom 

about this day because I 

don’t remember it. My 

birth was scheduled. 

According to my mom, it 

was a Tuesday and there 

were severe 

thunderstorms in the 

área. My mom was 

nervous but excited. She  

Travis Green 

 

I was born a twin. On 

Thursday, me and my 

brother had a fight in my 

mother’s stomach. When 

me and my brother had a 

fight, it was foggy outside. 

Perhaps we felt the 

depressing fog. The reason 

why me and my brother 

had a fight was because I 

wanted it to be sunny and 

play basketball. Yeah, I 

know I was still in her 

tummy, but I kicked my 

foot real hard and made 

my mom’s water to break 

Caron Mc Gee 

 

Cielo Cerda 

 

Cielo Cerda 

Cielo Cerda 

So that I could see the 

world!  Well, on Friday at 

2:04 pm I entered the 

world crying softly because 

my brother was crying loud. 

I looked up at my mom and 

dad, and I smiled at them.  

Today I am eight years old 

and I am in the third grade.  

Yo me llamo Leonardo.  Yo algunas veces me pongo en problemas.  No me 

gusta salir de la casa.  No más me gusta salir si vamos hacer algo divertido.  

Como ir a los Go-Cars y un dio fuimos. 

 

Yo tengo muchos amigos. Cuando yo apenas conocí un amigo me equipo que 

de nombre.  Casi cada día jugamos.  Me gusta mojarme.  Eso significa que me 

gusta el agua.  La vida es buena, ¿verdad? 
 

Leonardo Pérez  

got up and cleaned her 

bedroom, because it 

would be my room 

too. My mom was 

supposed to arrive at 

the hospital at 12 
noon, but the weather 

was so bad, she did 

not get there until 

12:30pm. My grandma, 

big brother, big sister 

and cousin rode to the 

hospital. My mom said 

the hospital was nice. I 

had arrived. My story 

begins.  Look for 

more next month….  

 

Mrs. Gonzalez-Roland 

 

Quiero hacer una diferencia. Quiero ayudar 

los alumnos a aprender.  Quiero oír las 

historias de cada alumno.  Quiero ser la 

maestra que ellos siempre van a recordar con 

una sonrisa. Esta es mi historia.  
 
 
 
 
 

Carel Mc Gee 
 

I’m a twin. I  got into a fight in my mom’s stomach. 
We got into a fight because I wanted to get out at 
the right time.  My brother had a different reason.  
My brother won, so his foot came up and he came 

out.  He was first. I cried the loudest and my brother 
cried softly. I saw my grandma and I smiled at her.              

 

 

Tell My Story 
 An autobiography is the life story of a person, as told by him or herself.  Below are 
a few of the autobiographies written by our DL students….enjoy!!! 
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Reading & Writing Strategies with Sharon 
Snowton 

Goal: Let’s connect reading and writing to create a product, such as a 

newspaper.  You can create a school newspaper with your students also. 

Good writing! I hope other Writing teachers at Highlands will create a 

newspaper for their grade level. 

Reading Strategies:   

Building Background: Model fluent reading. 

Relate text to self. 

Relate text to text. 

Relate text to the real world. 

Look at other texts of the same genre/  What about text features?  

Introduce any new vocabulary that you want your second language students to 

know. 

Reading- 

     As a teacher you can do Guided Reading, Shared Reading,  Focus Poetry and 

Sustained Silent Reading. You chose which you want to do. You know the needs 

of your students. 

Teaching your students the reading skills to help them be successful- 

     Read and discuss the text with their bilingual pair partner 

     Read and discuss the text with their teacher 

     Use a Language to Literature Chart 

     What was the Author’s purpose 

     Compare and contrast to another text 

     Main Idea and Details 

     Inference 

     Summarization 

Writing Strategies- 

      Thinking Maps 

       Writing Process 

       Writing Interactive Notebook 

       Writing daily and intentionally (I have students write a personal narrative 

each night.) 

 
Don’t firget ELPS- Lower the affective filter, build background knowledge, rephrase and repeat, use 

lots of visuals, model correct language, allow your students to talk- Use Think/Pair/Share and 

Anchors 
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Talking to the 3rd DLE Highlands Students- 
Carel Mc Gee-  

To start my day, I eat breakfast. I usually eat waffles and yogurt. In the 

middle of the day, I eat lunch.  At the end of the day, I go to “Right at School” 

to do my homework.  At “Right at School”, I go to the restroom first. 

Afterward, I eat my snacks. Then I do my homework. After I finish my 

homework, I play outside on the playground. 

 

Osvaldo Santoyo-  On the second day of school, we did the alphabet. Some 

people didn’t finish and we were going to read a book, but it was time to change 

classes. When we went with Mrs. Snowton, we had to copy a page on what good 

writing looks like. We talked about the writing. Then we switched to 

Mrs.Gonzalez and we met all teachers. Then we went to lunch. Next we went to 

recess. After we went to specials. We had a lot of fun.  Next we wrote the 

names in our folders and journals that we have. We started to get ready to 

leave.  When my dad picked me up I got excited to see my little sister. She is 

only one years old. She is the baby in our family. 

 

Ruby Estrada-  Today my day was very good.  I woke up very early today 

because I was very excited to go to school and see my friends and my teachers. 

I ate very well today so I could be very happy. I paid a lot of attention to what 

my teachers were saying.  My day was very good and I appreciate my teachers. 

 

Jayhden Christman- Today I had fun putting up letters.  I had fun in gym.  I 

had fun switching classes. I wrote a lot in my second class (with Mrs. Snowton). 

I liked Mrs. Gonzalez’ Math class. 

 

Leonardo Perez-  Nosotros apenas conocimos a Mrs. Snowton y Mrs. Gonzalez. 

Pero nosotros no estuvimos mucho tiempo con Mrs. Snowton. Pero si estuvimos 

por mucho tiempo con Mrs. Gonzalez.  Me gusto las dos maestras.  Que Bueno 

que no hubo lluvia hoy.  

 

Genesis Patino-  At the second day of school I learned a lot more.  I switched 

classes and it was fun.  I went to recess and I was on the swing. I also saw my 

friend and she gave me a bracelet.  I went to gym and I did exercise.  Today 

was a great day. 
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Travis Green- At school my day was amazing. I got to meet two of my new 

teachers and their names are Mrs. Snowton and Mrs. Head.  Mrs. Snowton I 

already knew because she was one of my teachers in Spanish Club.  Mrs. Head I 

never really met until today. Another thing about my day was that at recess I 

played with my friends. When recess was over my classmates went with Mrs. 

Snowton to go back to her class room and work. 

 

Valeria Silva-  Hoy fue mi Segundo dia en la escuela.  Desayune corny dogs en el 

salon.  Despues vimos una pelicula.  Luego cambiamos con Mrs. Head.  Despues 

los presentamos y tambien Mrs. Head.  Enseguida leimos un libro un poco.  

Despues cambiamos de clase con Mrs. Snowton.  Despues dibujamos nuestras 

familias.  Despues nos dio stickers.  Era tiempo de irnos, 

 

Jenni Velazquez-  Mi dia fue incredible pore n la clase de Mrs. Gonzalez porque 

aprendimos una manera de sacamos la respuestas mas rapido.  Tambien me gusta 

cuando cambiamos clases con Mrs. Head. Con ella jugamos un juego para que 

todos  nos podiamos conocer mas bien.  Teniamos que hacer nosotras favoritas 

cosas de hacer. Mi favorite de hacer es bailar.  Y tambien es el favorite de Mrs. 

Head.  Mrs. Head nos leyo un libro.  Nosotros teniamos que poner beginning/ 

middle y end. 

 

Ruth Martinez- My day was good because I got to meet my teachers. In lunch I 

did not get to eat today.  I got out of the line, and so lunch was over.  So that 

was a bad time for me.  

 

Kimberly Barrientos-  Me levanter del cama. Me liste para la escuela.  Cuando 

entre la clase salude a Mrs. Gonzalez y me sente.  Cuando el desayuna se 

termino Mrs. Gonzalez le dijo lo que vamos a hacer- Number Talk y Fluency. 

Despues de eso miramos un video. Cuando el video termino le preparamos para ir 

al clase de Mrs. Head.  Despues, fuimos a la clase de Mrs. Snowton.  Trabajamos 

mucho.  Y unos minutos despues fuimos al lonche.  Despues de lonche, fuimos al 

gimnacio y jugamos.  Luego fue tiempo que ir a la casa. 

 

Morgan Lowery-  I had a great day because in Mrs. Head’s class we read a funny 

story.  In Mrs. Snowton’s class I learned Spanish words.  At gym we played fun 

games.  What a day! 
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Dear Sharon, 

I asked my mom when I get to be about 14 

can we go to Disneyland? I am now 8 years 

old. She says “No”. She is afraid of the 

alligators. How can I help her get over that 

fear?  - B 

Dear B, 
A lot can happen before you turn 14 years old. Tell her 
Disneyland is trying really hard to be “safer” in the 
future, and they should not have problems with 
alligators. Keep checking and researching Disneyland. I 
hope you get to go. 
 

Dear Sharon, 

I want to go to Japan to see a Concert and 

listen to my favorite artist. My mom says 

“No” because we don’t speak Japanese. What 

can I do? – KB 

 

Dear KB, 

Learn Japanese and in that way your mom will 

know you are serious.  Then she may consider 

you going to Japan. 

 

Dear Sharon… 
 Dear Sharon, 

Can you please 

help me? I told 

my mother when 

I am big I want 

to go to Japan. 

She tells me 

know. How can I 

get her to allow 

me to go to 

Japan?  –N. 

 

Dear N- 

You need to tell 

your mom that 

when you are big 

you will talk to her 

again about going 

to Japan. Maybe 

she can go with 

you, and she will 

know you will be 

safe. You have a 

while to think and 

plan. In the 

meantime, start 

doing research on 

Japan to help her 

understand. 

Dear Sharon, 

I want new 

expensive shoes. My 

mom says that she 

does not think I am 

responsible for 

them. How can I 

convince her? - J 

 

Dear J-  

If these shoes are 

very expensive; offer 

to do chores around 

the house to earn 

money to help pay for 

them.  This helps your 

mom to understand 

you really want the 

shoes and that you 

are responsible. I 

hope to see you 

walking around 

Highlands in your new 

shoes. 
 

Advice Column 

Dear Sharon, 

I asked my mom for a pet. I want a dog. She says NO!!!!  How can I get her to let me 

get a dog? - RM 
 

Dear RM-  Talk to her about being responsible for a pet and what you are willing to do to get 

a pet.  I think she may change her mind then. Good luck. 

May                                                          2015                                     page 5 continued 
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Editorial – Welcome/ Thank You 

Bienvenidos/ Gracias 
By Sharon Snowton 

 
 
 

Dear Highlands Gazette Digital Readers, 
 
           As you can imagine publishing a newspaper each month takes a lot of work.  All students are our reporters and 
all must do their part. August is a very busy month for our students. We ended the summer completing our activities at 
home in preparation for school. School started early this year. We jumped in working on personal narratives and 
expository texts. Each night my students were asked to write a paragraph about their day. Once each nine weeks they 
will work on a PBL project for the expository writing. We are writing daily so much…. 
 
               Our 3rd Dual Language students are creating a book called (what else) “Tell My Story” based off what they 
will learn this year with writing. I am ready to read it! 
 
               We would like to thank all the teachers who attended CHISD’ s SUMMIT. It was great this year. There were 
soo many bilingual and ESL workshops. Thank you Tami!   I also want to say “Thank You” to all the wonderful 
teachers who attended my workshop on the Seven Super Centers.  Everyone won great prizes. We have a new 
principal, Mr. Damian Patton. We want to say “Welcome” to him.  Also, welcome to another school year and another 
edition of the Highlands Gazette! I am hoping some of the other writing teachers will start a newspaper this year also.  
 
 
 
 

 
Queridos lectores digitales  de Highlands Gazette, 
 
                Como ustedes pueden imaginar publicar un periódico mensual requiere mucho trabajo.  Todos los 
estudiantes son nuestros reporteros y todos deben poner de su parte. Agosto es un mes muy ocupado para nuestros 
estudiantes. Terminamos el verano  completando nuestras actividades en nuestras casas para preparar para la 
escuela.  La escuela empiezo muy temprano este ano. Brincamos y empezamos a trabajar con narrativas personales 
y textos expositivos.  Cada noche mis alumnos se pidieron a escribir un parrafo sobre su dia anterior. Una vez cada 
nueve semanas van a trabajar con un proyecto de PBL por la escritura expositoria.  Estamos escribiendo mucho.... 
 
                  Nuestros estudiantes de 3rd Lenguaje Dual  van a crear un libro llamado (qué otra cosa) "Diga mi historia" 
basado en la informacion que vamos a aprender este ano con la escritura. Estoy lista a leer! 
 
                      Deseamos a felicitar todos los maestros que asistieron CHISD’s SUMMIT. Fue maravillos este ano. Eran 
muchos talleres para los maestros bilingues y ESL.  Gracias Tami!  Tambien quiero decir  GRACIAS   a todos los 
maestros maravillosos que asistieron en mi taller Seven Super Centers.  Ellos estaban increibles y ganaron premios. 
Tenemos un director nuevo, Sr. Damian Patton. Queremos decir „Bienvenidos”  a el.  Tambien, bienvenidos  otro ano 
escolar y otra edicion de la Gaceta de Highlands!  Estoy deseando que otras maestras de escritura van a empezar un 
periodico este ano tambien.  


